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The structure of the ERC 

European Commission 
ωProvides financing within Horizon 2020 
ωGrarantees the autonomy of the ERC 
ωProvides financial transparency to the ERC 
ωAccepts the Work Progammes 

ERC Executive Agency 
ωResponsible for calls for proposals 
ωProvides assistance to applicants 
ωResponsible for evaluation precedures 
ωIn charge of grants management 
ωIn charge of information and promotion 

ERC Scientific Council 
ω22 excellent researchers chosen by the independent committee for 

the period of 4 years (1 re-election possible) 
ωPrepares scientific strategy and annual Work Porgrammes 
ωTakes overall control over the programme 
ωProvides contact with scientific community 



Horizon 2020 

3 

Excellent 
Science 

Marie 
{ƪƱƻŘƻǿǎƪŀ-
Curie Actions 

Research 
Infrastructures 

Future and 
Emerging 

Technologies 

12 873 mld ϵ 



FP7 

7,5 billion ϵ 

ca. 4500 grants 

Horizon 2020 

> 12,8 billion ϵ 

ERC budget 



Frontier research 



ERC ς can you think o fa better grant? 

ü  Bottom-up approach ς no pre defined areas/subjects 

ü Freedom of team composition ς PI (Principal Investigator) decides on team size and 

composition; your team may be international 

ü Freedom of choosing your HI (Host Institution), but it has to be based in an EU country or 

in an Associated Country 

üPI can be of any nationality, but (s)he needs to be employed by the Host Institution in 

Europe for the whole project duration 

ü team members can be of any nationality and work either in their home institutions or in 

ǘƘŜ tLΩǎ Iƻǎǘ Lƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ 

ü Scientific freedom of the PI ς PI decides on the research, finances and management 

ü Grants are portable 


