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[bookmark: Definitions][bookmark: _Toc432002441][bookmark: _Toc432002563]
[bookmark: _Toc460313900]Definitions
	Terms
	Definitions

	2015 Regulations
	the Public Contracts Regulations   2015 

	Acceptance Testing Start Date (ATSD)
	the date that acceptance testing by GEANT Limited will start, as set out in Annex 3, and which takes place before the CDD

	Bidder
	a candidate (including consortia or joint venture arrangements) who submits a response to this ITT

	Commencement Date
	the later date of the two dates which are made on the signing of this Agreement is signed by both parties

	Committed Delivery Date (CDD)
	the agreed date on which each Service Item is contracted to be put into operation

	Contract Notice
	Contract Notice 2016 - XXXXX published in the Official Journal of the European Union

	Diversity
	the degree of diversity of two wavelength services refers to the amount of shared risk associated with other GEANT Limited owned infrastructure, for example shared ducting or shared trenches.  High levels of diversity are desirable to minimize the number of services impacted by a single infrastructure failure. 

	Draft Response
	The complete set of initial documents by the tenderer that is provided to participate in the dialogue meeting. (not applicable in this procurement)

	EaPConnect
	the term EaPConnect refers to the Eastern Partnership Connect project and the corresponding network.

	Extended Term
	has the meaning given in Master Services Agreement (MSA)

	Final Bid
	The bid(s) prepared and submitted by each Bidder in response to the ITT

	GÉANT Network
	the Pan-European network funded under the European Commission Framework Programme 7 2009 - 2015 which GEANT Limited will put in place to replace progressively the GÉANT network and of which the Service will form a part

	Initial Term
	has the meaning given in Master Services Agreement (MSA)

	ITSOP
	abbreviation for Invitation to Submit Outline Proposal – the specific Volume 2 is referenced at the PPQ stage as ITSOP (not applicable in this procurement)

	ITT
	Invitation to Tender – this document and any subsequent clarifications 

	Managed Network Link
	an identifiable component of the Service as specified in the tender documentation.

	MSA
	Master Service Agreement – part of the contract documents

	MTBF


	Mean Time Between Failures.

	MTTR

	means Mean Time to Repair.

	NOC	
	the GÉANT Network Operations Centre.

	NREN	
	National Research and Education Network that provides national connectivity to universities, colleges, schools and research centres.

	OFFER
	The offer prepared and submitted by each Bidder in response to the ITT

	Operational Service Date (OSD)
	the date on which each Service Item is accepted in accordance with Annex 3

	Optical Distribution Frame (ODF)
	A fibre optic management unit used to organise fibre optic cable connections.

	Point of Presence or PoP
	a building which houses terminal equipment to which the Service Items are connected

	Portal
	the GÉANT eProcurement Portal available at www.geant-procurement.net 

	PQQ
	abbreviation for Pre-Qualification Questionnaire (not applicable in this tender)

	Procurement Team
	a cross-departmental team from GEANT Limited established for this procurement.

	Proposed Contract
	the terms and conditions being proposed as the basis for a final contract set out in Volume 2 (See Master Service Agreement in Vol. 2)

	Service
	the Service provided by the Supplier as a set of Service Items as specified in Annex 1

	Service Item
	an identifiable component of the Service specified in the tender documentation.

	Service Termination Point
	has the meaning as set out in the tender documents 

	Solution
	the proposed or selected managed connectivity service solution to meet the requirements defined in the tender documentation.

	SoW
	Statement of Work document – part of the contract documents

	Sub Wavelength Service
	means a multiplexed part of the capacity of a wavelength (Lambda) delivered by either Ethernet, SDH, or OTN equipment. The term Connectivity service is used for Sub Wavelength Service as a synonym. 

	Tenderer
	A candidate (including consortia or joint venture arrangements) who submits a response to this tender opportunity

	Total Contract Value
	Total Contract Value (TCV) is a metric that represents the value of one-time and recurring charges.

	Wavelength Service
	A Wavelength service (also known as a lambda) is a leased line based on a wavelength channel in a DWDM system or sequence of systems.  It takes the form of a bi-directional digital circuit between two specified service delivery points (A and B) is presented with an SDH, OTN or Ethernet format.  It is realised by means of Optical Line Terminals ("OLTs") in the Supplier's nodes and Optical Line Amplifiers ("OLAs") along the route. 
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[bookmark: _Toc374709701][bookmark: _Toc388964874][bookmark: _Toc425430150]	
[bookmark: _Toc460313901]Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc460313902]Structure of this Invitation to Tender
This document “Information for bidders”, is Volume 0 of a set of 4 (0 to 3) comprising the Invitation to Tender (ITT) relating to this Open Procedure, and which includes the following volumes:
Volume 0: this volume, contains an overview of the company and the procurement process, guidance notes for applicants and general conditions.
Volume 1: is the “Selection Criteria” which is to be completed by all Bidders in parallel with Vol 2, ITSFB and Vol 3 Master Service Agreement.
Volume 2: is the “Invitation to Submit Final and Best Offer (ITSFB)” including a set of structured questions that Bidders are to answer in order to submit their final Offer for evaluation by GEANT. 
Volume 3: is the Master Service Agreement and accompanying documents, which contains the Terms and Conditions of Contract which will be used for contracting Suppliers, subject to agreeing final terms and warranties. This must be reviewed and answered as part of the Bidders’ Offer.
Bidders should familiarise themselves with this document before proceeding to fill in the other volumes. All documents are available to download from the eProcurement Portal at www.geant-procurement.net. 
[bookmark: _Toc460313903]Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc460313904]About GÉANT Limited
GEANT Limited (formerly DANTE) is the Cambridge office of the GÉANT Association, which was formed on 7 October 2014 when DANTE and TERENA joined forces. The GÉANT Association also has an office in Amsterdam (formerly TERENA). 
GEANT Limited is a limited liability company and a not-for-profit organisation, wholly owned by the GÉANT Association BV. The GÉANT Association BV is owned by its core membership of 36 European National Research and Education Network (NREN) organisations and NORDUnet, which participates on behalf of five Nordic NRENs.
DANTE (now GEANT Limited) was established in 1993, to coordinate pan-European research and education (R&E) networking on behalf of Europe’s NRENs. Since then, our role has evolved to that of a true services innovator, incorporating network planning, procurement, build and operation, as well as coordination of research programmes and development of innovative services. Working with NREN partners and the European Commission (EC), the high-speed networks that we build and operate connect NRENs to each other and to the rest of the world, enabling scientists, academics, innovators and students to collaborate across dedicated networks, regardless of their location.
These networks are built using leading-edge technologies to create advanced, high-bandwidth infrastructure and end-to-end services that meet the needs of our partners and of their data-intensive R&E communities, facilitating collaboration and discovery by researchers around the world. As leaders in networking technology, the networks that we build and operate also act as testbeds for innovation, providing vital experience that drives their successful adoption by commercial providers.
GEANT Limited plans, builds and operates advanced networks for research and education, including the pan-European network known as GÉANT and is Co-ordinating partner for the EaP Connectivity project.
[bookmark: _Toc436724742][bookmark: _Toc460313905]About EaPConnect project 
The overall objective of the EaPConnect action is to reduce the digital divide and contribute to the support of the science, research and education sectors in the Eastern Partnership region.
The project aims as well to contribute to increased information flows between the EaP region and Europe and contribute to increased cooperation between the two regions.
The Eastern Partnership Connect (EaPConnect) project sets out to create a regional high-speed internet network dedicated to research and education (R&E) across Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine.
EaPConnect will interconnect the national research and education networks (NRENs) in these six Eastern Partnership (EaP) countries and integrate them into the Pan-European GÉANT network, enabling scientists and academics to collaborate and engage in innovative, data-intensive international projects.
 The specific objective of the action in this procurement is to increase the access to European research and education institutions via R&E network and foster the exchange of information between the research and education communities in the EaP countries, Europe and other world regions.
[bookmark: _Toc448491453][bookmark: _Toc448727902][bookmark: _Toc460313906]Objective of this Procurement
This tender is the third procurement to be launched in respect of EaP connectivity.  This procurement seeks to establish one or more contracts for capacity services at gigabit capacities accessing the GÉANT Network from the three Caucasian Republics.   
It is being conducted under the Public Contracts Regulations 2015 in the form of an Open Procedure and GEANT Limited is seeking solution proposals and pricing for layer 2, multiple circuits from 1Gbps up to 10Gbps in order to establish the EaP network. 
GEANT Limited requires high capacity point-to-point links connecting the GEANT network in specific points to the NREN POP in the three Caucasian Republics. Further, specific technical details and requirements are set out within Volume 2.
Contracts that may be awarded from this procurement will run for a maximum term of 3 years and will allow for incremental increases in capacity over time. 
GEANT Limited is inviting Final Bids in response to the Contract Notice, and this document provides the information required by Bidders to produce an offer capable of evaluation.
Maximize connectivity on the most optimal routes between GEANT and the three Caucasian Republics, subject to minimum technical thresholds being achieved; 
Commission the Service to meet an operational service start in January 2017.  
[bookmark: _Toc448491455][bookmark: _Toc448727904][bookmark: _Toc424741473][bookmark: _Toc432002445][bookmark: _Toc432002567][bookmark: _Ref433119154][bookmark: _Ref447717993][bookmark: _Toc460313907][bookmark: _Ref431822548][bookmark: _Toc432002443][bookmark: _Toc432002565][bookmark: _Toc432002446][bookmark: _Toc432002568]Procurement Process
[bookmark: _Toc432002474][bookmark: _Toc432002596]Bidders are deemed to understand the process that GEANT Limited is required to follow the Article 30 of the Council Directive 2014/24/EU of 26 February 2014 enacted in UK legislature through the Public Contracts Regulations 2015; referred to above. 
Bidders are reminded specifically that there will be no post tender negotiation, therefore any submission made by a Bidder in response to this ITT must be definite, capable of acceptance by GEANT Limited and must represent the Bidder’s final and best offer. This means that Bidders must provide their final, most competitive and valid offers in response to this ITT.  
Tenderers participate in the process and submit a response to this ITT in the knowledge, and on the understanding and acceptance that these directives and rules apply to the end-to-end procurement process, and agree that these directives and rules apply unequivocally and that they will demonstrate adherence to them.
By participating in this ITT, Tenderers are deemed to understand and comply with the procedures and conditions set out within this Volume 0, and as clarified in the other Volumes of the ITT documents as amended.
GEANT reserves the right to withdraw from this procurement process at any time up to contract signature and to disqualify late bids.
In accordance with the above regulations, open procurement process is used that is described in the following documents: 
Selection Criteria (Vol. 1), which will identify and select suitable potential suppliers who will have their Tenders evaluated
Invitation to Submit Final and Best Offer (Vol. 2) which will be used to evaluate the Tenders responding to the ITT.
Volume 3 has three parts: The Master Service Agreement, the Statement of Work document and the Compliance and Markup Template
Table 2.1 below, Procurement Plan, provides an overview of the key stages and dates in this procurement. 
GEANT reserves the right to change these dates as necessary, although it will seek to minimise any changes. 
	EaP Managed Connectivity 2016
	Days
	Start
	Finish

	Publish Contract Notice & ITT documents
	0
	Thu,01-Sep-16
	Thu,01-Sep-16

	Bidders Information Day*
	0
	Thu,15-Sep-16
	Thu,15-Sep-16

	Bidders preparing responses
	39
	Thu,01-Sep-16
	Mon,10-Oct-16

	 Receive completed responses
	0
	Mon,10-Oct-16
	Mon,10-Oct-16

	Initial evaluation of responses
	21
	Mon,10-Oct-16
	Mon,31-Oct-16

	Internal governance
	11
	Mon,31-Oct-16
	Fri,11-Nov-16

	10 Day Mandatory Standstill Period and Debriefs for down selected bidders
	10
	Fri,11-Nov-16
	Mon,21-Nov-16

	Contract Signed
	11
	Mon,21-Nov-16
	Fri,02-Dec-16

	 Implementation starts
	0
	Fri,02-Dec-16
	Fri,02-Dec-16


[bookmark: _Ref427594323][bookmark: _Toc256067112][bookmark: _Toc429570935][bookmark: _Ref444690543][bookmark: _Toc448920823]Table 2.1: Procurement Plan
Tenderers must submit responses to the Selection Criteria (Volume 1) and the Invitation to Submit Final and Best Offer (Volume 2), and to the Master Service Agreement (Volume 3) and accompanying documents for evaluation by the deadline and with the modalities described in Section 3.2 Submission  This procurement seeks to establish one or more contracts for capacity services at gigabit capacities accessing the GÉANT Network from the three Caucasian Republics.   Further, specific technical details and requirements are set out within Volume 2.
Submission of Responses: see Section 3.2 Submission.  
Responses to clarification questions raised during the tender period may require GEANT to share those questions and answers with other Tenderers to maintain a level playing field and transparency for all.  
Tenders will be evaluated in accordance with the methods and criteria set out in the respective volumes 1, 2 and 3. 
Once an offer has been made to a Preferred Supplier or Suppliers, the Standstill Period comes into effect. The Standstill Period is ten (10) days following the issuance of a communication from GEANT with stating our intention to award the contract(s). 
Subject to the Standstill Period being successfully navigated, the contract will be drawn up based upon the Tenderers response to the ITT and any clarifications.
[bookmark: _Ref433119175][bookmark: _Toc460313908]Guidance Notes for Bidders 
[bookmark: _Ref433030396][bookmark: _Ref433030401][bookmark: _Toc460313909]High-Level Description of the Requirement
[bookmark: _Toc448491476][bookmark: _Toc448727925][bookmark: _Toc448491477][bookmark: _Toc448727926][bookmark: _Ref433112364][bookmark: _Ref433113629][bookmark: _Ref433126019][bookmark: _Ref433126026]This procurement seeks to establish one or more contracts for capacity services at gigabit capacities accessing the GÉANT Network from the three Caucasian Republics.   Further, specific technical details and requirements are set out within Volume 2.
[bookmark: Submission][bookmark: _Toc460313910]Submission of Responses
Bidders must submit their responses for all submissions in relation to this procurement via the GEANT Limited eProcurement portal at www.geant-procurement.net. Responses should be uploaded at each stage to the eProcurement Portal by the time and date as described in Table 2.1.
GEANT reserves the right to disqualify late submissions.
[bookmark: _Toc432002475][bookmark: _Toc432002597]It is the responsibility of each Tenderer to ensure that they have all of the information they need in order to prepare their final submission.
Tenderer are strongly advised to give themselves sufficient time to familiarise themselves with the GEANT procurement portal and allow for document uploading times in order to meet the deadlines for submission. GEANT will provide support with portal registration and user familiarisation for any Tenderer or Tenderer who requires it.
 Tenderer should note that failure to submit responses through the eProcurement portal may be detrimental to their submissions and GEANT reserves the right to discount such submissions and exclude such Tenderer further from the procurement process.
The completed response to the ITT and any additional Appendices should be uploaded to the eProcurement Portal in one or multiple files in Microsoft Office or pdf formats. 
No additional documentation shall be submitted with responses except where such documentation is specifically requested by GEANT (additional Appendices using the templates provided in the ITT) or fundamental to the submission.
In the case of multiple files, Tenderers should provide an index of all uploaded documents in a separate file. An alternative option is to pack the response parts into a single zip file and upload the packed response. 
Tenderers should ensure all documents and diagrams presented are proportionate in size. GEANT reserves the right not to examine documents, which it feels, are disproportionate in size, which could be detrimental to a Tenderer’s submission.
Responses shall not contain any inserted, pasted or embedded pictures or documents (e.g. image files, Adobe Acrobat documents or other Word documents) unless specifically requested or fundamental to the submission.
Any additional documents required or fundamental at all stages shall be submitted as separate files using MS Word, MS Excel, MS PowerPoint, Adobe Acrobat, KMZ or jpeg formats. No other file formats are acceptable.
Note that failure to submit responses through the procurement portal by the appropriate deadline may result in a submission being rejected.
[bookmark: _Ref433029792][bookmark: _Ref433029799][bookmark: _Toc460313911]Evaluation
GEANT will establish an evaluation panel that will use its collective professional judgement to assess responses. The procurement lead will act as a moderator if and where necessary. 
The evaluation and scoring criteria for the ITT are set out in the respective Volumes 1 and 2. 
Weightings may be applied, where shown in the respective volume, to the scores (0-6) that will be given for the answers to each question.
GEANT reserves the right to reject offers that do not meet minimum standards, where stated.
GEANT reserves the right to seek independent third-party advice or assistance to validate information submitted by Tenderers and/or to assist in the evaluation process.
[bookmark: _Toc460313912]Communications
All communications between GEANT and the Tenderers shall take place via the eProcurement Portal at www.geant-procurement.net. This is to provide a complete audit trail of communications, fair play, and consistency for all, and to ensure certainty in document exchange. 
[bookmark: _Toc460313913]Clarification Questions
Tenderers may submit Clarification Questions within the time-period set out in Table 2.1: Procurement Plan. 
All clarification questions and responses will be shared with all Tenderers by default, subject to Confidentiality conditions as set out in section 4.3.
If a Tenderer does not wish to share their question due to commercial sensitivity, they should advise GEANT at the time the question is submitted along with the reason for this. If this justification is expressly accepted by GEANT, a response will be given in confidence to the Tenderer raising the clarification. If not accepted, the Tenderer will be given the opportunity to withdraw the question and/or ask for it not be published or accept that it will be published and shared with all other Tenderers.
[bookmark: h.3znysh7][bookmark: _Toc431821036][bookmark: _Toc431821037][bookmark: _Toc431821038][bookmark: _Toc431821039][bookmark: _Toc431813450][bookmark: _Toc431813790][bookmark: _Toc431821047]For audit purposes and to ensure fair play, all clarification questions should only be sent through the eProcurement portal www.geant-procurement.net. This is the case throughout this procurement cycle. 
[bookmark: _Toc460313914]General Rules and Conditions
In addition to what is specified in sections 2 Procurement Process and 3 Guidance Notes for  herein, and the conditions set out in the other volumes of this ITT, the following general rules and conditions shall apply to all stages of this procurement. 
0. [bookmark: _Toc428272429][bookmark: _Toc432002477][bookmark: _Toc432002599][bookmark: _Toc460313915]Surveys, Inspections and Investigations
GEANT reserves the right to conduct reference site visits or to make contact with Tenderers’ or Tenderers’ points of contact at any time during this procurement process.
[bookmark: _Toc432002478][bookmark: _Toc432002600]Tenderers will only carry out surveys, inspections and investigations at their own cost and only following express permission from GEANT.  
[bookmark: _Toc251766227][bookmark: _Toc428272430][bookmark: _Toc432002479][bookmark: _Toc432002601][bookmark: _Toc460313916]Tender Costs
[bookmark: _Toc432002480][bookmark: _Toc432002602]Each Tenderer shall bear their own costs of bidding. GEANT reserves its position as to whether or not to enter into contractual arrangements, and participation in the procurement is entirely at the Tenderer’s risk. GEANT shall bear no liability whatsoever for the outcome of the procurement and shall not be liable for supplier costs, direct or indirect, relating to the preparation of detailed Services or Solutions, fine-tuning, or any loss of profit or other economic loss whatsoever incurred by Tenderers as a result of this Open Procedure process (whether or not a contract is concluded with the Tenderer in question, another Tenderer or not at all).
[bookmark: _Toc432002476][bookmark: _Toc432002598][bookmark: _Ref265135125][bookmark: _Toc432002481][bookmark: _Toc432002603]Any expenditure, costs, liability, work or effort undertaken or incurred by the Tenderers in proceeding with and/or participating in this procurement ("Tenderer Costs, direct or indirect") is a matter solely for the commercial judgement of Tenderers. GEANT will not be liable to reimburse or compensate the Tenderers in respect of any of the Tenderer Costs, whether direct or indirect. Tenderers participate in this process and submit detailed Services or Solutions in the knowledge and understanding that this is the case.
[bookmark: _Toc251766228][bookmark: _Ref265135203][bookmark: _Toc428272431][bookmark: _Toc432002482][bookmark: _Toc432002604][bookmark: _Ref433118775][bookmark: _Ref433122223][bookmark: _Ref447717911][bookmark: _Ref447718357][bookmark: _Toc460313917]Confidentiality
[bookmark: _Toc432002483][bookmark: _Toc432002605]The information in this ITT is being made available by GEANT on condition that: 
Tenderers shall at all times treat the Information as confidential;
Tenderers shall not (or allow anyone else to) disclose, copy, reproduce, distribute or pass on the Information to any other person at any time or allow any of these things to happen;
Tenderers shall not use the Information for any purpose other than for the purpose of proposing (or deciding whether to propose) Services or Solutions.
Tenderers shall not contact nor make any statement or pass comment to the media in relation to, this procurement or this ITT without the expressed approval of GEANT in writing. Tenderers shall not undertake (or permit) at any time, whether at this stage or after any contract award, any publicity activity with any section of the media in relation to this ITT and its outcomes, other than with the prior written agreement of GEANT.  Such agreement shall extend to the content of any publicity. In this paragraph, the word ‘media’ includes, without limitation, radio, television, other broadcast media, newspapers or other print media, trade and specialist press, the Internet and e-mail accessible by the public at large and the representatives of such media.
[bookmark: _Ref265135149][bookmark: _Toc432002484][bookmark: _Toc432002606]Tenderers may only disclose, distribute or pass Information to another person, including but not limited to, for example, legal advisers, the Tenderer's insurers, etc. if either:
this is done for the sole purpose of enabling Services or Solutions to be drawn up; and 
The person receiving the Information undertakes in writing to keep the Information confidential on the same terms as set out in this section 4.3; or
The Tenderer obtains the prior written consent of GEANT in relation to such disclosure, distribution or passing of Information.
[bookmark: _Toc432002485][bookmark: _Toc432002607]GEANT may disclose detailed information relating to Services or Solutions to its or any of the EaP participant NRENs’ directors, officers, employees, agents, auditors or advisers. GEANT also reserves the right to disseminate information that is materially relevant to the ITT, even if the information has only been requested by one Tenderer, subject to the duty to protect any Tenderer's commercial confidence in its Services or Solutions. GEANT will act reasonably as regards the protection of commercially sensitive information relating to the Tenderer in the light of the latest published guidance in this area.
[bookmark: _Toc388964908][bookmark: _Toc460313918]Accuracy of the Information and Liability of GEANT and its Advisers
This ITT has been prepared by GEANT in good faith but does not purport to be comprehensive or to have been independently verified.  Tenderers should not solely rely on the Information but should carry out their own due diligence checks and verify the accuracy of the Information.  Nothing in this ITT is or shall be a promise or representation as to the future. 
Tenderers considering entering into a contractual relationship with GEANT should carry out their own due diligence, make their own enquiries and investigations (and shall be deemed to have done so).  The subject matter of this ITT shall only have contractual effect when it is contained in the express terms of an executed Contract.
Neither GEANT nor its members, directors, officers, employees, agents, auditors or advisers make any representation or warranty as to, or accept any liability or responsibility in relation to, the adequacy, accuracy, reasonableness or completeness of the Information or any part of it (including but not limited to loss or damage arising as a result of reliance by the Tenderer on any of the Information contained in this ITT).
[bookmark: _Toc432002487][bookmark: _Toc432002609] GEANT makes no representations or warranties regarding the Tenderer's financial status or stability, technical competence or ability in any way to carry out the Project.
[bookmark: _Toc251766231][bookmark: _Toc428272432][bookmark: _Toc432002488][bookmark: _Toc432002610][bookmark: _Toc460313919]Copyright
[bookmark: _Toc432002489][bookmark: _Toc432002611]The copyright in the documents comprising this ITT is vested in GEANT and may not be reproduced, copied or stored in any medium without the prior written consent of GEANT. This ITT, and any document issued as supplemental to it, are and shall remain the property of GEANT and must be returned upon demand.
[bookmark: _Toc251766232][bookmark: _Toc428272433][bookmark: _Toc432002490][bookmark: _Toc432002612][bookmark: _Toc460313920]GEANT right to reject the Service
[bookmark: _Toc432002491][bookmark: _Toc432002613]The issue of this ITT in no way commits GEANT to award any Contract pursuant to this procurement process and GEANT shall be able at its sole discretion to withdraw from the procurement with any Tenderer, or all Tenderers, at any time and at no cost, either direct or indirect, for GEANT.
[bookmark: _Toc432002492][bookmark: _Toc432002614]GEANT may (but shall not be obliged to), at its discretion but always acting proportionately and in accordance with Public Procurement Rules, deselect a Tenderer, or a Service or Solution, if (without limitation):
the price is unaffordable;
the Service places excessive risk on GEANT;
the Bid scores below the satisfactory minimum threshold in any area (as described further in the evaluation criteria); and/or
the Service or Solution is incomplete, misleading or inaccurate.
[bookmark: _Toc251766236][bookmark: _Toc428272434][bookmark: _Toc432002493][bookmark: _Toc432002615][bookmark: _Toc460313921]Interpretation
[bookmark: _Toc432002494][bookmark: _Toc432002616]The definitions included shall apply as defined in the Definitions  section herein. 
[bookmark: _Toc251766237][bookmark: _Toc428272435][bookmark: _Toc432002495][bookmark: _Toc432002617][bookmark: _Toc460313922]Amendments to the Documents
[bookmark: _Toc432002496][bookmark: _Toc432002618]GEANT reserves the right to issue amendments or modifications to the ITT. These will be issued to all Tenderers simultaneously and Services or Solutions will be assumed to take account of any such modifications and amendments.
[bookmark: _Toc251766239][bookmark: _Toc428272436][bookmark: _Toc432002497][bookmark: _Toc432002619][bookmark: _Toc460313923]Subcontractors
[bookmark: _Toc432002498][bookmark: _Toc432002620]Where a Tenderer intends to use a subcontractor or subcontractors, it will be the responsibility of the Tenderer to provide the subcontractor(s) with all the necessary information (having regard to the provisions relating to confidentiality in this ITT) and to provide GEANT with all similar information about the Subcontractor(s) as requested by GEANT. All information about the subcontractor(s) should be submitted through the eProcurement portal by the same dates and with the same modalities as described in 3.132 This procurement seeks to establish one or more contracts for capacity services at gigabit capacities accessing the GÉANT Network from the three Caucasian Republics.   Further, specific technical details and requirements are set out within Volume 2.
Submission of Responses.
[bookmark: _Toc432002501][bookmark: _Toc432002623]GEANT recognises that arrangements in relation to subcontracting may be subject to future changes. However, Tenderers should be aware that, where the nominated subcontractors play a significant role, any changes to the subcontracting arrangements may constitute a material change to the Tenderer’s response to this ITT and may affect the ability to continue in the procurement process. GEANT should therefore be advised immediately if any such change occurs.
[bookmark: _Toc460313924]Validity of Offers
All offers made in response to this procurement shall be available for acceptance until at least 1st January 2017.
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